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Understanding Your
Offset Printing Quote

' Terminology & Ways to Save




What we’ll cover ...

LET'S GET STARTED
&9

1.What you need to get a print quote

2.We'll break down important printing terms
3.Provide examples of an offset print quote
4. |dentity ways to save

5.Checklist for comparing offset printing quotes



WHAT

you heed for a quote




Print Spec Checklist..

e Trim size (aka book size)
e Page count

e Quantity

e Paper weight

e Cover thickness

10 Spemﬁqatmns e Paper & Cover finish (matte, gloss,
Every Printer decorating, etc.)
Needs e Ink (B&W, color)
e Binding

e Any additional features (UV spot, foll,
dust jacket, stickers, etc.....)
e Delivery address

Unsure? Just ask!



Printing
Terminology
10 quick explainers
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A "N Final size once printed and cut.
e Usually measured in inches (WXH)

e POD: IImited sizes

e Offset Printer (that's us!): any size portrait AND
l[andscape
o MOQ of 300 b/c of custom set up
o Most consistent color
o custom features
o lowest price/book = higher profit margin

Board Books
o need an offset press
o typically square and smaller size
o rounded corners

Decide on trim early as affects design and price

Size
5" W X 5" H




Page Count, explained
1 mistake made on quotes

Explainer video on our
quote request form

Terms: 1 Spread = 2 Pages

Tips:
e Page count must be multiple of 4
e Count blank pages

Here is a visual to illustrate the number of pages and spreads in a 12 page book

|

j—— *COVER SPREAD | } SPREAD 1 | | SPREAD2 —— |
r ) 4 N - ™)
(OUTSIDE) (OUTSIDE) (INSIDE)
BACK COVER FRONT COVER FRONT COVER PAGE 1 PAGE 2 PAGCE 3
. S \ J \. v
j——— SPREAD3 || SPREAD 4 | } SPREAD5 ——— ]
~ N N\ N
PAGE 4 PAGE 5 PAGE 6 PAGE 7 PAGE 8 PAGE 9
. J \ S . J
j——— SPREAD & | } SPREAD7 ————]
4 " i )
Front and Back Cover
The front and back cover are considered 1 spread
PAGE 10 PAGE PAGE 12 (INSIDE)
BACK COVER
\ v \. J




Paper & Board, explained

Inside Paper - weight
Grams per square meter (gms) = weight of a single sheet of

paper
Pounds (Ibs) = weight of 500 sheets of the paper

le 128 gsm or 80Ilb paper common for children’s picture book

Cover Board - thickness

Points (pts) = board thickness
10pt cover stock for paperbacks = 0.010 inches thick
80pt-120pt common for hardcover books



Paper Coating/Finish

Matte (non-reflective finish)
e Slightly softer texture
e More understated with a
smooth finish
e For Covers & Boardbooks:
may show fingerprints
but wipes off

Gloss (shiny finish)
e Reflects light
e Colorful illustrations and
photographs will be shiny
e \Wipes nicely

Gloss Coated

Matte Coated
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\ MCRL Eco-Friendly Paper

Badge on books shows customer you printed with sustainable materials and way to
differentiate your book

White or &) Tree-Free Paper

Cream Pa per Bamboo is a fast growing grass
(despite its tree-like appearance
and size). Efficient at sequestering
carbon dioxide. Can be recycled like
tree paper.

FSC, Recyled Paper Recycled Board

or Mix

Internationally certified
paper. Trees sustainably
harvested.

ES(A Lays flat and stays flat

No warping

board

. ESC




Gray vs White Board

e GRAY boarad
o standard hardcover books
o pasic board books

e WHITE board (premium)
o same thickness as gray board

o more finished, white exposed edges nice for
board books

60pt Board Book
white board

0.060 inch
approx .5 mm




A Hardcover Landscape Children’s Book
trim, weight, paper and coating example

8.75" W x 8.75" H

Cover Board: Text Paper: End Sheet:
100lb gloss coated 80Ib 105lb matte

Bamboo paper

gloss coated Bamboo paper

paper wrapped
around 120pt

ESCA board



Safe Soy Ink

Non-Phalate, Lead-
Free Ink

INK

¥ Black and White (B/W)
e | owest cost for POD or offset printing

* 4[4 (aka full CMYK color; Cyan, Magenta,

Yellow, and Black)
e Design your files iIn CMYK for printing
e The more color pages, the higher the cost

Important Tip!
IF you design in RGB (aka Red, Green, Blue)
e You'll need to convert files to CMYK for print.
e Print and review in case you want to adjust the
colors.



Book Binding

e Smyth Sewn
o most common & durable for hardcover books
o groups of paper are folded (called signatures) and stltched
together with thread to form a book block that is sewn
INto the cover

SMYTH SEWN ALLOWS
PRINTING ON THE SPINE

e Other types of binding include Wire-o & Spiral (planners),
Perfect bound (common POD and paperbacks)



Does your book have any
special features?




You can get creative!

DUST JACKET
LINEN COVER
FOIL DECORATING
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FUN DESIGNS & DECORATING
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Edge Gilding

JANE AUSTEN

“Bue,” he added, “you will of course wish o have your humble
respects delivered to them, with your grateful thanks for their kindnes
to you while you have been here”

Elizabeth made no objection: the door was then allowed 1o be shar,
and the carriage drove off.

“Good gracious!” cried Maria, after a few minures” silence, "it seems
but 4 day or two since we first came! And yet how many things have

{ ndeed,” sald her companion, with a sigh.
i1 nine rimes ar Rosings, besides drinking tea then:
I have to wll™
el added, “And how much | shall have to canceal”
as performed without much conversation, ar any
hours of their leaving Hunsford they reached Me
jcre they were to remain a few days.
|, and Elizabeth had lirtle uppommi:yoe’uml}ing
e various engagements which the kindness of her
bhe ¢ them. But Jane was to go home with her, and a1
3 puld be beisure enough for observation.
ut an effore, meanwhile, that she could wait oh
hre she told her sister of Mr. Diarey's proposals. To
he power of revealing what would so exceedingly
Frusc, at the same time, so highly gratify wharever
se had not yet been able to reason aiway, Wik sucha
55 as nathing could have conquered, but the e
I she remmained s to the extent of whax she slwluld
er fear, if she once entered on the subject. M.h(.In[.
g, something of Bingleys which might anly griese

CHAPTER XXXIX

ot together from Gracechurch Streer for the town of ——, in

Herdfordshire; and, as they drew near the appointed inn whers Mr.
Benner's carriage was to meer them, they quickly perceived, in token
of the caschman's puncwuality, both Kiuy and Lydia looking our of 2
dining-room upstairs. These rwo girls had been above an hour in the
phace, happily employed in visiting an opposite milliner, warching the
semtinel on guard, and dressing a salad and cucumber.

After weleoming their sisters, they triumphantly displayed a wable
st out with such cold meat as an inn larder usually affords, exelaiming,
“lé nat thas nice? Is nor chis an agreeable surprise?”

“And we mean to weat you all,” added Lydia; “but you must lend us
the moncy; for we have just spent ours ar the shop our there.” Then showing
?‘" purchases—*Look here, I have boughe this bannet. T do nox think it
tsvery peetay: but I thought T mighe as well buy it as not. 1 shall pull it o
Fieeis a5 soon as | get home, and see if 1 can make it up any better”

And when her sisters abused it as ugly, she added, with perfect
unconcern, “Oh, but there were two or three much uglier in the shap;
and when 1 have bought some prettier-coloured @tin to trim it with
fresh, I shisk ic il be very tolerable. Besides, it will not much signify
mhat one wears this summer, after the ——shise have lef Meryton, and
they are oing in a forcnighe.”

:"‘R they, indeed?” cried Elizabeth, with the greatest saisfaction.

Theyare goinp o | ped near Brighton; and 1do so want papa
® 3kt us all here for the summer! Tt would be such a delicious scheme,
and | dare say would hardly cos anything avall. Mamma would like 1w go,
00, of all things! Only think whar a miserable summer else we shall havel™

I: was the secand week in May, in which the three young ladies sct

Edge Printing



BOARD BOOK
CUT OUTS

Hansel dejé migajas
de pan en el suelo.
iPero ya no estan!
¢Quién se las comio?

\NARRARARNS




OyissIon To
- THE MOON

In 1969, Apolio | | astronauts
Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin
became the first men Lo 5et foot
on the Moon, iniciating a new
ora of space e:-:pioraﬂan.

S -

h the SNOW.

\
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POP UPS &
FOLD OUTS
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mcriprint m Message ==

390 posts 1,565 followers 1,276 following

MCRL Printing

Printing Service

Offset printer of Journals & Planners, All Books, Card Sets, Packaging, Games & more. 5
service. Get Quick Quote... more

& linktr.ee/mcriprint + 4

FREEBIES

Tips Client Featu... FREEBIES Reviews FAQs About Us Green Focus

EE3 ®

Follow us for more
examples of custom
features!

We

~ultimate
=custom

(@)
1%

@boardbookprinting
@mcrlprint

LET'S
GET
REAL

REQUEST A QUOTE

1.8.6.8.8

There are no words to explain how wonderful
MCRL has been with getting our guided journal,
Let's Get Real, printed and shipped.

They have exceeded all our expectations, and we

are looking forward to working with them again.

Our journals are a beautiful, spot-gloss, hardcover
and the printing is perfect. To top it all off they -
are wrapped so carefully and delivered on time. r

Lastly, the customer service is a 10/10!

PRICING YOUR PROJECT
JUST GOT EASIER TERI MACDUFF, founder of Chasing Red Flags

CHASING RED FLAGS

S



=@ [/Understanding
5 440 Your Quote

| et’'s Break It Down
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‘ PRICES INCLUDE 1 BOUND PROOF*, PRINTING AND DELIVERY TO ONE LOCATION

F
5430 Timberlea Blvd, Unit 2, Mississauga, ON L4W 2T5 Office: 905-738-6222 Toll Free 1-B88-988-6275

BILLING INFO : QUOTE NUMBER | 250816142541
COMPANY DOCUMENT NUMBER | 250816142541
NAME SALES PERSON | Fabrizio Sacco
ADDRESS QUOTE DATE | Aug 18 2025
CITY, STATE, ZIP TERMS | 50% Deposit,
PHONE balance before shipped
i’;g"' auoTe amounT IN |US , CAN, or UK

Description  Hardcover book with soy ink, FSC paper and ESKA board Unit Price Amount

Project Title:

Finished Size: B.62"x 11.25"

# Of Pages: 28 Pages + Cover

Binding: amyth-Sewn 500 units 8 76 %4 130.00

By Sea

Inside Paper Matte Coated

Inside Paper FSC 105Ib {157 gzm)

Inside Printing Options: 414 (CMYK)

End Pages: Printing 4/4 {Full colorfCRYEK)

Cover Type: ‘ recycled ESKA board

Cover Printing Options: &4/4 (CMYK)

Cover Finish: Matte Laminaticn

Cover Thickness: 100pt {2.5mm}

Cover Decorating Features: Deboss 1000 units 4.80 %4 800.00

By Sea

Dust Jacket: 1051k Gloss Paper

Dust Jacket Printing Full Calor [CMYK)

Options:

Dust Jacket Finishing: Matte Laminaticn

Shipping to Lacombe, Alberta, T4L 2L1, Canada

“aome Londitions applied see below Shipping costs included

Hardcover Children’s Book Offset Print Quote

With Offset, as QUANTITY

PRICE/book

PROFIT




Board Book Quote Read the fine print

‘ GET AN INSTANT QUOTE

5430 Timberlea Blvd, Unit 2, Mississauga, ON L4W 2T5 Office: 905-738-6222 Toll Free 1-888-988-6275

gg'r:::;ﬁ\!,NFO : = = QUOTE NUMBER | 250820160206
NAME DOCUMENT NUMBER | 250820160206
ADDRESS SALES PERSON | Fabrizio Sacco
CITY. STATE. ZIP QUOTE DATE | Aug 22 2025
PHO;'«IE 8 TERMS | 50% Deposit,
EMAIL balance before shipped
WEB QUOTE AMOUNT IN | CAD
Description Quantity Unit Price Amount
Project Title: children’s full colour board book o
Finished Size: 6.5" x6.5" 300 units 14.40 $4,320.00 O
# Of Pages: 26 Pages + Cover By
Binding: Boardbook
Paper Type: White Board
Paper Thickness: 40pt (1mm) 500 units 10.39 $5,195.00 HEl
Paper Printing Options: 4/4 (CMYK) By Sea
Cover Thickness: 40pt (1mm) |
Cover Printing Options: 4/4 (CMYK)
1000 units 578 $5,780.00 O
Rounded Corners: Yes By Sea
Finishing: Gloss Lamination
Shipping to , Ontario, , '.Ganal:lal Shipping costs included
*Some Conditions applied see below

PRICES INCLUDE 1 BOUND PROOF*, PRINTING AND DELIVERY TO ONE LOCATION

O 9

Thank you for your business!

Sign to Confirm Order

Reject Quote



Not all printing quotes
are created equal

e Important to know what is (and isn’t)
included in your quotes!

o Hard copy vs digital proofs
» crowdfunding & pre-launch
marketing

o Delivery to final destination vs
“pOrt"

o DDP (Delivered Duty Paid)

" NO sUrprise costs or customs
headaches

Ship Happens...
Unless You Use DDP =

1. No Customs Hassles
2. One Clear, Upfront Price

3. Smooth, Worry-Free Delivery

Peace of Mind, Delivered



Beware of only looking
at price

e A lowball or outlier guote could mean
porinter Is excluding things ie adding fees
later

e Consider ALL the factors important to
YOuU:
o human support
o project/production management
o supply chain/customs expertise
o relationships with freight forwarders
o estimated timeline
o referrals / client reviews

If a price is too good
to be true,
it probably is.



Ways to Save
“Oh your print quote




1. TRIM SIZE

o [east amount of paper waste
o Mmost economical sizes are 85 x11and 7 x 10

2. PRINT MORE 6 Ways to
o with offset, the more you print the lower the Save Time &

cost/book = higher profit margin
Mohey

3. PAGES

o pbe conscious of your page count

4. COLOR

o |f fewer pages need color, you can save when
offset printing (not applicable with POD)




5. PROFESSIONAL DESIGN/FORMATTING

o [llustrator i1s often not a book formatter

o save time, and re-work by hiring a
experienced print designer 6 Ways to
Save Time &
6. PRINT MULTIPLE TITLES Money

o pbundle your books for savings on shipping






Quote Evaluation Checklist...
JAre SAMPLES available for quality verification?

s there a PRINTING EXPERT you can talk to?
o responsive - good Indicator

o speak your language/timezone Com pare

o knowledgeable rep to answer questions
o review your files for any printing issues Apples to
Apples

o provide peace of mind

/ s the QUOTE clear and easy to understand”?
o description of materials itemized
o able to print desired features
o hard copy proof provided
o “extra’ fees listed
o provides an all-in price/book



Quote Evaluation Checklist...

J Will the printer handle all the customs/duty/tax
paperwork”

s shipping to your final destination with DDP
Included?

J Wil printer provide an accurate timeline?

"Hot off the press” photos or videos possible for
marketing?

J Are the Google Reviews, Reddit, FB positive?

Tips When
Comparing
Quotes



BOARD
BOOK

PRINTING

MCRL

“ OVERSEAS GROUP

Google rated offset printer

Thank You!

Whether you're an established publisher or it's your
first time printing, we put you first.



Children’s Books Board Books Card Sets & Games

Services

Planners Journals Books

(art books, cook books, paperbacks, year books etc)



EDUCATIONAL KITS
CARD SETS
BOARD GAMES

Printing
Bractice Guida
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LOVE YOUR LIFE
ﬂFF\HMﬁTIDN CARD DECK
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AWESOME.

Gt Eaxes S PagiagIng Telescopic book boxes Kitted Gift Sets t h i¥] k it ‘ n ’e

can print it!

Book Set Boxes Drawer Boxes Mailer Boxes



& BOARD
%‘ OVERSEAS GROUP
L2 www.merlprinting.com BMCRLprint PRINTING

1. Responsive Team

b
2. Excellent Quality Why we’re rated

3. Competitive “All-In"” on GOOgle

Quotes

4. Eco-Conscious Printer



Planting trees,
changing lives

TREES
FOR THE

41,715

Trees Funded

OVERSEAS GROUP



Request an all-in quote
mcrlprinting.com/request-quote/



